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STATEMENT OF SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
COMMITTEE FOR THE 1980s

February 17, 1988

Thank you, I am very pleased to be here this
evening.
The Committee for the 80s has been doing fine
work for Malmstrom Air Force Base and for Great
Falls.
Under the leadership of men like Tim Ryan,
Ernie Grasseschi, and Al Donohue, the Committee has
worked to lobby the top brass in Omaha and the
bureaucracy in Washington--and you've seen results.
The community owes you a debt of gratitude for your
efforts.
Malmstrom means two things to the people of
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Montana.
First of all, it's a symbol of America's
military strength. And second, it's a vital part of
our economy, especially here in Great Falls.
Directly and indirectly, Malmstrom accounts for
15-20 percent of the local economy. According to a
recent Air Force study, Malmstrom pumped $253
million into the Montana economy and created nearly
2000 jobs in 1988.
That's significant economic development. And
Malmstrom is a potential growth industry for the
Great Falls area. New weapons and new missions will
bring new jobs and more money to the area.
Right now Montana isn't getting its fair share
of U.S. military spending. We rank 48th out of 50
states in defense dollars received. If the money is
going to be spent, Montana should get its share. I
can see to it that we do.
The prospects look bright for future
deployments at Malmstrom.
While the recent Base Closing Commission was
deliberating, I had the opportunity to consult with
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several Members of the Commission and their staff.
From their perspective, Malmstrom is a very
important base that serves an essential military
function. Malmstrom is, after all, the only Air

Force base along a 500 mile stretch of our northern
border. It has major missile and aircraft
deployments, and it is built in an area where
operations can be expanded.
To paraphrase the staff of the base closing
commission, 'Malmstrom is not a likely candidate for
future base closing commissions.'
That's good news.
In fact, there is even some chance that
Malmstrom could benefit from future consolidation of
Air Force bases as functions from closed bases are
moved here.
That's even better news.
In the near term, the chances are good that
Malmstrom will be an early deployment site for the
Midgetman. The Air Force has already decided that
Malmstrom would be an excellent base for Midgetman.

- .4

As you all know, the Midgetman missile system
is locked in a battle with the MX missile for
limited resources in the defense budget. The bottom
line is that we can probably afford to develop only

one of these two missiles.
The Reagan Administration supported a complete
phase-out of the Midgetman in favor of the MX.
Only the efforts of Congress kept the Midgetman

from being killed. And congressional support for
the Midgetman is still very strong.
For my part, I'll continue to support the
Midgetman. It would enhance our national security
and reduce the risk of nuclear war.
Still, it's difficult to predict the fate of
Midgetman.
The Bush Administration appears to be more
favorably inclined toward the system than the Reagan
Administration.
President Bush chose Brent Scowcroft to be his

National Security Adviser. Among his many other
achievements, Mr. Scowcroft was a chief author of
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the report that originally championed the concept of
the Midgetman. We can expect him to continue to
support the missile.
However, on the other side of the coin, some
resistance to the Midgetman still is harbored inside

the Defense Department.
President Bush was supposed to decide last week
which missile system would be deployed. But he has
asked for more time. A final decision is expected
within the next few weeks.
The battle between Midgetman and the MX will be
fierce. But if a major strategic arms control
agreement is reached that limits bigger,
multi-warhead missiles, there is reason to be
cautiously optimistic about the Midgetman.
If MX wins the budget battle, there is a good
chance that it, too, could be deployed at Malmstrom.
In fact, the Air Force issued a report two weeks ago
indicating the base would be a good site for
e MX.
I cannot guarantee that Malmstrom will get the
Midgetman, the MX, or any particular weapons system.
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But I can guarantee you and the people of the
Great Falls area that when sensible and sane weapons
systems, like the Midgetman, are developed, I will
make sure that Malmstrom and Great Falls get a fair

shake in basing decisions.
And if a weapons system is a positive
contribution to both our national security and to
the Great Falls area--in other words, to all
Montanans, I will lead the fight to bring it to
Malmstrom.
Thank you.

